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Philadelphia Urban Sustainability Forum 
A series of distinguished speakers discussing innovative ways  
to make Philadelphia the greenest, most livable city in America 

 
 
September 21st Event:  “Sustainable Architecture:  How Building Green is Transforming the 
World” 
 
The Forum is proud to announce the first event in the Fall series – a panel of renowned architects, builders, and owners 
who are building green at both large and small scale – and in the process are changing the look and feel of our homes, 
workplaces, cities, and whole regions. 
 
Today, green architecture is mainstream architecture, and you are starting to see it everywhere you go whether you realize 
it or not.  New headquarter buildings for Conde Nast, Hearst, New York Times, Comcast?  They’re all green!  New 
convention center in Pittsburgh?  It’s green!  Those new, funky lofts in Northern Liberties?  They’re green too!  Cities 
around the world are competing to claim the title of greenest city.  But in this competition (even more so than in the 
Olympics), everybody wins!  In other words, what really matters is that every one of these cities will see the quality of life 
of its citizens improve dramatically – and these changes will persist into future generations too.   
 
Come hear about the current state of sustainable architecture in Philadelphia and around the world; and maybe also 
discover some new ideas to help Philly in its quest to be a sustainable city too! 
 
The event will take place on Thursday night, September 21st, 2006, at the Academy of Natural Sciences Main Auditorium 
(the Academy is located on Logan Circle, at the corner of 19th Street and the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, in Center City 
Philadelphia).  The reception starts at 6 pm, and presentations start at 6:30 pm, followed by the audience Q&A.  Members 
of the panel will include: 
 

·  Bruce S. Fowle, FAIA, LEED, Senior Principal and Co-Founder, FXFOWLE 
ARCHITECTS, PC 

 
·  Mr. Fowle is a world-renowned architect, whose most recent projects include: 

o The New York Times building, designed in association with Renzo Piano Building 
Workshop, and currently under construction in New York City. 

o The Helena, the first voluntarily sustainable high-rise residential building in New 
York City, and  

o the award-winning Center for Global Conservation for the Wildlife Conservation 
Society at The Bronx Zoo.   

·  He will talk about the principles of sustainable architecture and planning, in both the firm’s 
current projects and in the sustainable design process. 
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·  Carlton Brown, Chief Operating Officer and Co-Founder, FULL SPRECTRUM NY 

LLC 
Mr. Brown founded Full Spectrum to bring green technology from high-end customers to 
segments of the market that had previously not been served.  Today he leads one of the 
largest developers of green affordable housing in the country, and will talk about his 
experience in the Bronx and Brooklyn, and how it can be replicated all over the country. 
 
·  Scott Kelly, AIA, LEED, Principal and Co-
Founder, Re:Vision Architecture 
 
Mr. Kelly is synonymous with green building in the greater 
Philadelphia region.  He has brought his experience to integrate 
green strategies into projects such as the Aerzen USA 
Headquarters building in Coatesville, the Clarke PA Auditory / 
Oral Center in Bryn Mawr, and to the flagship buildings of the 
Girl Scouts of the Chesapeake Bay, all over eastern Maryland and 
northern Delaware.  He will give an overview of the state of green 
building in the region. 
 
·  Michael O’Brien, Vice President, W. S. Cumby & Sons 
 
Michael O'Brien's career in the construction industry spans over 24 years, including experience in the construction of 
industrial facilities as well as owner/president of an independent contracting firm. As a VP at local firm W.S. Cumby & 
Sons, Michael is now providing consulting services and managing construction of multiple green building projects.  He is 
a LEED AP, member of the Delaware Valley Green Building Council Marketing Committee, Certified Green Advantage 
Instructor and has facilitated over 80 AIA Accredited Continuing Education Seminars on the LEED process.   
 
Mr. O’Brien  will talk about green buildings in the Delaware Valley – and the obstacles to building green in the region. 
 
·  John An, AIA, LEED-AP,  Atelier Ten  
 
John An is a lighting, daylighting, and energy standards analyst for the New York office of 
Atelier Ten Consulting Environmental Designers. He currently provides environmental 
design services for several high-performance LEED-targeted projects, including the 
Comcast Tower in Philadelphia and several Battery Park City residential and office spaces.  
 
Mr. An will talk about the Comcast Tower and other innovative Atelier Ten green building 
projects.   
 
 
Please RSVP to Roland Wall at 215-299-1108, or rwall@acnatsci.org.   For more information on the 
Academy of Natural Sciences and the Town Square Program, please visit www.acnatsci.org/townsquare  
 
For more information on this Sustainability Forum event, please contact Spencer Finch at the 
Pennsylvania Environmental Council, at (215) 592-7020 or sfinch@pecpa.org.  


